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men against fate? An eternal conflict. Begun
hundreds of thousands of years ago, it will end
only with the disappearance of the last survivor
of the human race. Let us make the victors speak.
Let us listen to the groans of the wounded and of
the dying. In the vast cemetery of the past rest
the secrets of the happiness of the future.

For experience always costs too dearly. We
should err in wishing to have it encompass our
life. That would be like desiring merchants to
acquire the secrets of success at the cost of great
losses or successive failures. A ship captain does
not learn his profession in a series of shipwrecks.
Certain experiences even deprive us of the possi-
bility of deriving profit from them.

It is not always easy to make those who are
gone interpose. So let us also listen to the living,
and draw from their tears and their smiles, their
disappointments and their triumphs, a few guiding
ideas. Above all, do not let us lose our own joys,
but through the ashes and the rust with which
circumstances cover our souls, let us allow them to
speak. Pausing before the waves which are
bearing it away, let us hearken to the voice of life.
Solemn and musical, it points out how to avoid
tortuous and deceptive paths. Perhaps it will
also indicate the easiest ascent toward success.